9% \g| S you may know, ‘angels’ are
zm % péople who mvest n plays...

While our Chester Mystery Plays' charitable status means we cannot offer financial
returns, there are other rewards for anyone who would like to be associated with
us. The city’s medieval plays are a treasured part of Britain’s cultural heritage and
with your support, the next production in 2003 - the first of the third millennium -
could be better than ever.

B‘y INVESTING IN US you will be investing in one of the country’s rarest forms
of th

eatre. By investing in us you will ensure your company’s name on permanent
record in the history of Chester’s cultural life and know you have seriously contributed

to our heritage.

Robust in that they have
straddled the reign of 30
British monarchs since Richard
I, yet fragile in that the staging
of this 14th century invention
requires 21st century funding,

Chester Mystery Plays
are now actively
welcoming
sponsorship for the
2003 production.

In return, sponsors’ names and
logos will be displayed
when possible on supperting
material such as stationery,
posters, leaflets and other

promotional aids including our
new wep site.

CHesSTER MYSTERY, PLAYS

June 30 - July 19
2003

Qualifying donations enable
your logo on our web site to be
linked to your own site.

www.chester

mysteryplays.com

Why the plays are so special

Few towns were able to stage mystery plays in medieval
times and original texts have survived in only five English
cities. Chester’s original texts are the most complete in
existence. By defying an ecclesiastical ban in the 1500,
Chester also managed to stage its plays for a much longer
time than anywhere else.

But what are they exactly?

Earthy, funny, moving dramas taken from the Bible to depict the
story of mankind, these plays were first performed on open
waggons by Chester guildsmen in the 1300s. The guilds were a
powerful influence in the city, much as commercial enterprise is
today. There was no manufactured entertainment in those days,
of course, and such plays could be said to be the first street
theatre,

ed under cover.

A cornerstone of national culture, Chester Mystery Plays attract ance will fast

visitors from all over the world as well as in Britain. The last full-
scale production in 1997 involved over 700 amateur cast and
crew of all ages from throughout the community. It attracted an
audience of more than 10,000 over 21 performances, generated
2,000 column inches of editorial and featured on BBCTV and
Channel 4 programmes as well as regional TV and radio. Your
company name could be sharing this wide profile.

uding the interval

when refreshments will be

available.

nts for
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