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The 2003 production of the Chester Mystery Plays is dedicated to John Ross,
Chairman of the Board of Directors from 1985 until February 2003.

Artistic Director Robin Goddard
Composer and Musical Director ~ Matt Baker
Designer  Rhyannon Richardson
Lighting Designer Richard Armitage
Sound Designer Richard Stokes

Administrator Felicity McNae

30t june to 19TP july 2003
Chester Catheoral Green

With thanks to the following whose tremendous support
has made the Chester Mystery Plays 2003 possible.
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It is my pleasure and privilege, on behalf of my
colleagues of the Board and all the cast of the 2003
production, to welcome you most warmly and hope that

you will find the event both entertaining and meaningful. MgSteRg
John Ross died earlier this year and he had been Chairman of Plags at tbe

the Chester Mystery Plays for many years. As a tribute to John
for his service to Chester in so many ways, | repeat here the Catbeb Ral
words he wrote for the 1997 version, which are still relevant to

the 2003 version. For almost one thousand years, as

Abbey and Cathedral, the
“The Mystery Plays were happier illuminations of a medieval age worshipping community here has

afflicted by long civil wars and the Black Death. It is impossible been conveying the Word of God
for us to re-enact them in the original manner - dragging carts to the people of Chester. Delivery

through the streets of Chester, stopping traffic and commerce for of the Christian message of
all actors to attend and the audience to watch would not be transformation and hope has
acceptable these days! We do, however, hope to echo the variety employed several methods over
of artistic richness which the Plays traditionally offered. the centuries: in song and

sermon, by drama and dance.
Represented is the work of many different kinds of talent,

creativity and labour from the hundreds of local people who are In Cathedral life, music is the
involved. Amateurs alongside professional, experienced and the distinctive alternative medium for
inexperienced, all with one objective — a production to communicating the faith. At
remember. You will be witnessing the culmination of in excess Chester we are developing our
of two years’ planning and | hope that you, the audience, will musical foundation by building new
feel that you have made a fitting tribute to all those practice rooms for our two choirs on
anonymous medieval theatre practitioners who once sought the north side of the Cathedral, in the
to present drama which could be so deeply engaging,

Song School project, for which we
relevant and inspiripg.

have launched an Appeal.

In reviving what is a precious part of not only Chester’s Another medieval way to communicate the
but Britain’s cultural heritage, the staging of such a faith has been through a cycle of plays,
treasured event must be recognised not only in known as mystery or miracle plays; and in very
terms of artistic endeavour, but essentially as a few places, notably York and Chester, these have
continued act of faith.” continued to the present day. This year we host a

new cycle of the plays on the north side of the

Cathedral, next to the newly completed Song School.

In this cycle of plays the age-old story of our redemption is

David Pickering retold in a fresh way for our own generation.
Chairman of the Board

My thanks for your support.

The Very Reverend Dr Gordon McPhate

Dean of Chester
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Councillor Barry Cowper  The Lord Mayor of Chester

AUDITORS  Henry R Davis & Co INSURERS Robinson-Leslie Ltd
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